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Public  Bus Tours Off 
To Resounding  Start 

Visitors  flocked  to  the  Kennedy  Space Center  during  the 
f irst  week  of guided  bus  tours  at  a rate  that  would  result  in 
nearly  a million  visitors  to  the  Spaceport  by  this  time  next 
year. 

Men,  women  and  children  from  nearly  all  the  50  states, 
several  Canadian  provinces  and  at  least  a dozen  countries 
around  the  world  boarded  air-

DR. KURT H. DEBUS, left,  Director,  Kennedy  Space Center, receives 
"Minuteman"  flag  from  Raphael H. O'Malley,  right,  Treasury Depart-
ment  official,  for  KSC's outstanding  Savings Bond  participation.  John 
W. Donovan,  center,  served as bond  drive  chairman  at KSC. 

KSC Awarded  Minuteman 

Flag For Bond  Drive 
The "Minuteman"  f l a g -

symbol  of excellence  in  the 
U.S.  Savings  Bond  drive—was 
accepted  by  Dr.  Kurt  H.  De-
bus  in  a ceremony  held  July 
22  at  the  Kennedy  Space Cen-
ter. 

Participation  in  the  bond 
drive  at  the  Space Center  was 
92  per  cent.  This  was  the 
most  successful  drive  to  date 
at  the  Spaceport. 

Dr.  Debus  congratulated 
- employees  f o r  t h e i r  out-
standing  contribution.  "This 
truly  makes  us  stockholders 
in  the  security  of our  country, 
the  cause  of liberty,  and  in 
the  space  program,"  the  di-
rector  said. 

Present  at  the  ceremony  in 
front  of the  KSC Headquar-
ters  Building  were  f ive  mem-
bers  of the  U.S.  House  of 
Representatives.  Four  a r e 
members  of the  House  Com-
mittee  on  Science  and  Astro-
nautics:  Chairman  Olin  E. 
Teague (D) ,  Texas;  Edward 

J.  Gurney  (R ) , Florida  11th 
district,  Winter  Park;  Emilio 
Q. Daddario  (D) ,  Conn;  and 
George E.  Brown  Jr.  (D) , 
Calif.  Congressman  William 
C. Cramer  ( R ) of the  Florida 
12th  district,  St.  Petersburg, 
also  attended  the  ceremony. 

conditioned  buses  at  Gate  3 
to see closeup  the  world-fa-
mous  launch  facilities  of the 
Spaceport  and  Cape Kennedy. 

Additional  buses  had  to  be 
added  by  the  GSA motor  pool 
from  the  very  f i rst  day  to  the 
original  fleet  of 15  leased  to 
handle  the  demand.  Depar-
ture  time  for  the  f i rst  bus 
was advanced  from  8:30  to  8 
in  the  morning,  and  buses 
continued  to  leave past  the 
originally  planned  cutoff  time 
of 3:30  each  afternoon  to  ac-
commodate  the  flood  of tour-
ists. 

Highlights  of both  tours 
have been  the  Vehicle  As-
sembly  B u i l d i n g  and  the 
500-F  vehicle  on  Pad A. Visi-
tors  comments  were  nearly 

BYRON G. JACKSON, TWA tour 
buyers  on July 22. Mr.  and Mrs. 
arrived  at the  tour  office  at 6:30 

manager,  left,  welcomes  first  ticket 
Ed Wilkerson  of  Fayetteville,  N. C. 

a.m. 

unanimous  in  placing  Launch 
Complex  39  at  the  top  of the 
list  of what  impressed  them 
most  on  the  tours. 

Typical  of the  high  praise 
for  the  tours  voiced  by  the 
visitors  was  the  comment  of 
an  Ohio  man.  " I  like  the  fact 
that  it  brings  the  Space Age 
very  close  to  you,  makes  it 
very  real,"  he said.  "I t 's  a 
three-dimensional  thing  in-
stead  of just  reading  about 
i t ." 

First  customers  for  the 
tours  were  a Fayetteville, 
N.C.  couple  who  got  up  July 
22  at  5:30  a.m.,  skipped 
breakfast  and  arrived  at  the 
ticket  windows  two  hours  be-
fore  the  f irst  bus  was  sched-
uled  to  leave.  Eel  Wilkerson, 
an  employee  of the  Carolina 
Telephone  Company,  was  sur-
prised  to  find  himself  f irst 
in  line.  A f te r  the  tour,  Wilker-
son  e x p r e s s e d  an  opinion 
echoed by  many  other  visi-
tors  in  the  clays  since. 

"Being  a taxpayer,"  he 
said,  " I  was  kind  of glad  to 
see where  my  money  was 
going  and  to  what  use  it  is 
being  put." 

Mrs.  Wilkerson  teaches 
school  in  Fayetteville.  She be-
lieves  the  tour  will  prove  to 
be of great  help  in  answering 
the  questions  of her  students 
about  the  space  program. 

An average  of about  1,800 
persons  a day  have  been  tak-
ing  the  bus  tours.  In  addition, 
more  than  4,500  sightseers 
saw the  Spaceport  from  their 
own  cars  the  f irst  Sunday 
after  bus  tours  began. 
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